CURIOUS   COINCIDENCE
SOME curious instances of the especial connection of the letter M with the two Napoleons, First and Third, may perhaps be noted. Marboeuf was one of the first to recognize the talent of Napoleon at the 1-Scole Militaire. Montenotte was one of his earliest, Marengo one of his greatest, battles; Mantua his principal siege, and Melas opened to him the way into Italy. He fought at Montmirail, Montereau, and Mont Saint Jean; Paris was lost for him at the Battle of Montmartre, and his troops were defeated at Maida. Other battles took place at Malojaroslowitz, Medina de la Rio Seco, Millessimo, the Mincio, Mohilow, Mohrungen, Mojaisk, Montebello, etc., and General Mack surrendered to Napoleon at Ulm, while both Malta and the Mauritius were lost to the French. Milan was the first, Madrid the middle, and Moscow the last capital of the enemy to be entered. Josephine was born at Martinique, and Maria Louisa partook of his highest destinies; Moreau and Murat betrayed him. Six of his Marshals (Macdonald, Marmont, Masse"na, Moncey, Mortier, and Murat) and twenty-six of his Generals of Division had names beginning with the letter M. Maret, Mollien, Miot, Mold, Montalivet, and Melzi served him well in their diplomatic or civil capacities. 'Cardinal Maury represented the Church, and Mdlle. Mars the stage. His first Chamberlain was Montesquieu; his last sojourn Malmaison. He lost Egypt through the blunders of Menou, employed Miollis to arrest the Pope, and created Ney Prince of the Moskowa, and Regnier Duke of Massa. Malet conspired against him, and Metternich overcame him ultimately in the field of diplomacy. He gave himself up to Captain Maitland, was sent to Saint Helena, where he had the company of Count Montholon and Sir Pulteney Malcolm, and the services of his valet Marchand. Two of his brothers took the titles of Montfort and Musignano, and his
(475)d to this relation of events designed to perpetuate the memory of that epoch.
